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SAMPLE PAPER – 2009 
CLASS – X 

SUBJECT – ENGLISH (COMMUNICATIVE) 
Subject Code: 101 

Time: 3 hours                                                                                     M. Marks: 100 
 
This paper consists of four sections 

Section A- Reading 20 marks 
Section B- Writing 30 marks 
Section C- Grammar 20 marks 
Section D- Literature 30 marks 

 
Instructions: 

1. Attempt all questions. 
2. Do not write anything in the question paper: 
3. All the answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in 
the 
    answer sheet provided to you. 
4. Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next section 
5. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions. 
6. Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question. Marks will be deducted 
for exceeding the word limit. 

 
SECTION A (Reading) 

 
Read the passage given below:  8 

 
1. Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, have governed my life: the 

longing for love, the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the suffering of 
mankind. These passions, like great winds, have blown me hither and thither, in a 
wayward course, over a deep ocean of anguish, reaching to the very verge of despair. 

 
2. I have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy— ecstasy so great that I would 

often have sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this joy. I have sought it, 
next, because it relieves loneliness—that terrible loneliness in which one shivering 
consciousness looks over the rim of the world into the cold unfathomable lifeless 
abyss. I have sought it, finally, because in love, I have seen the vision of the heaven 
that saints and poets have imagined. This is what I sought and, though it might seem 
too good for human life, this is what at least I have found. 

 
3. With equal passion, I have sought knowledge. I have wished to understand the hearts 

of men. I have wished to know why the stars shine. And I have tried to apprehend the 
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Pythagorean power by which number holds sway over the flux. A little of this, but not 
much, I have achieved. 

 
4. Love and knowledge, so far as they were possible, led upward toward the heavens. 

But always pity brought me back to earth. Echoes of cries of pain reverberate in my 
heart. Children in famine, victims tortured by oppressors, helpless old people a hated 
burden to their sons, and the whole world of loneliness, poverty and pain make a 
mockery of what human life should be. I long to alleviate the evil, but I cannot, and I 
too suffer. 

 
5. This has been my life. I have found it worth living, and would gladly live it again if 

the chance were offered to me. (318 words)     
          - Bertrand Russell 

      
1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the following sentences: 8 

(a) Love, knowledge and pity have been……………………………………….. 1 
(b) Russell has compared the three passions to great winds because………………… 1 
(c) Love is important in life because it ………………………………. 3 
(d) While love and knowledge are elevating, pity is……………………….. 1 
(e) In his search for knowledge, Russell believes he has………………………… 1 
(f) Russell suffers because he………………………. 1 
 
Read the passage given below: 12 

 
1. Our elders are often heard reminiscing nostalgically about those good old Portuguese 

days, the Portuguese and their famous loaves of bread. Those eaters of loaves might 
have vanished but the makers are still there. 

 
2. We still have amongst us the mixers, the moulders and those who bake the loaves. 

Those age-old, time-tested furnaces still exist. The fire in the furnaces has not yet been 
extinguished. The thud and jingle of the traditional baker’s bamboo, heralding his arrival 
in the morning, can still be heard in some places. Maybe the father is not alive but the 
son still carries on the family profession. These bakers are, even today, known as pader 
in Goa. 

 
3. During our childhood in Goa, the baker used to be our friend, companion and guide. 

He used to come at least twice a day. Once, when he set out in the morning on his 
selling round, and then again, when he returned after emptying his huge basket. 

 
4. The baker made his musical entry on the scene with the ‘jhang, jhang’ sound of his 

specially made bamboo staff. One hand supported the basket on his head and the other 
banged the bamboo on the ground. He would greet the lady of the house with “Good 
morning” and then place his basket on the vertical bamboo. We kids would be pushed 
aside with a mild rebuke and the loaves would be delivered to the servant. But we would 
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not give up. We would climb a bench or the parapet and peep into the basket, somehow. 
I can still recall the typical fragrance of those loaves. Loaves for the elders and the 
bangles for the children.  

 
5. Marriage gifts are meaningless without the sweet bread known as the bol, just as a 

party or a feast loses its charm without bread. Not enough can be said to show how 
important a baker can be for a village. The lady of the house must prepare sandwiches 
on the occasion of her daughter’s engagement. Cakes and bolinhas are a must for 
Christmas as well as other festivals. Thus, the presence of the baker’s furnace in the 
village is absolutely essential. 

 
6. The baker or bread-seller of those days had a peculiar dress known as the kabai. It 

was a single-piece long frock reaching down to the knees. In our childhood we saw 
bakers wearing a shirt and trousers which were shorter than full-length ones and longer 
than half pants. Even today, anyone who wears a half pant which reaches just below the 
knees invites the comment that he is dressed like a pader! 

 
7. The baker usually collected his bills at the end of the month. Monthly accounts used 

to be recorded on some wall in pencil. Baking was indeed a profitable profession in the 
old days. The baker and his family never starved. He, his family and his servants always 
looked happy and prosperous. Their plump physique was an open testimony to this.  
(488 words)                     

Lucio 
Rodrigues  

2.1 Complete the following sentences taking help from the text: 4 
(a) The elders in Goa are still nostalgic about………………………………. 1 
(b) At an engagement ceremony, sandwiches are…………………………… 1 
(c) In the Portuguese days, bakers wore…………………………………….. 1 
(d) Bread sellers went from house to house carrying ………………………. 1 

 
2.2 Fill in the blanks using one word only 4 

Bread and cakes were an (a)…………… part of Goan life in the old days. Traditional 
bread-baking is still a very (b)…………. business. Every (c)………….. is associated 
with a certain type of bread. The paders have managed to survive because they have 
perfected the art of door-to-door (d)………………….. 

  
2.3 Find words or phrases which mean the same as 4 

(i) announcing (para 2) 1 
(ii) an expression of disapproval (para 4) 1 
(iii) odd (para 6) 1 
(iv) public statement about a character or a quality (para 7) 1 
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SECTION B (Writing) 
 

1. During his vacation, Amrit attended a fifteen-day summer camp in which he learnt 
swimming, yoga and western dance from professional teachers. Write a postcard from 
Amrit to his friend Akash, describing what he learnt and what he liked. Do not exceed 50 
words. Copy the format of the postcard from the question paper in your answer book:        5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  
You are Anil Kohli, proprietor of Surya Travels. You are leaving for Germany in an 
hour's time. You have just received some complaints from a few members of the group 
scheduled to leave for Singapore on 15th November. They have neither received the 
itinerary nor have they been informed about their visa and travel arrangements. Leave a 
message for your secretary, Preeti Chaudhary, asking her to look into the matter. (50 
words) 5 
 

3. The advent of the computer has brought about major changes in lifestyle. Write an article 
for the school magazine on the ‘Social Impact of the Digital Age.’ 
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4.  

On Cancer Awareness Day you read the following poster : 10 
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Taking ideas from the visual, together with your own ideas, write a letter in about 150 
words to the editor of a newspaper, highlighting the problem of cancer and urging the 
people to be on the watch for early cancer detection and control. Do not exceed the limit 
of 150 words. 
 

SECTION C (Grammar) 
5. Look at the notes given below and complete the paragraph that follows. Do not add 

any new information. Write the answers against the correct blank numbers in your 
answer sheets:                        
1 x 4 = 4 
 
 
 
 

Sanskrit, as a subject in the curriculum of colleges, has got a new life. Sanskrit 
has been (a)…………………….major Indian language in many colleges. There is 
a scholarship of Rs.3000/- for those (b)…………………….the subject. The BJB 
College also (c)……………….to start tutorial classes for the subject so that 
students can clear their doubts. Those who (d)………………the subject have 
immense scope these days. 

 
6. The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line. Write the 

incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank 
number. Remember to underline the word you have supplied. The first one has been 
done for you.                                                                                                                                        
The jungle was thick for dense. We eg.        for        and                        

2
1 x 8 = 4 

had to hold on to the vines to avoiding (a)…………………………. 
slipping on the mud paths. We had  (b)…………………………. 
walked for four hours but everyone (c)…………………………. 
were tired. The sun was shining brightly, (d)…………………………. 
generating heat and vapour which will (e)…………………………. 
soon turn from rain. We were given some (f)…………………………. 
bread and cheese. After we had ate, the  (g)………………………… 
trip began again. Some of the weaker  
members were already feeling tiring. (h)………………………… 
 

7.  
Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows. Write the 
answers against the correct blank numbers. Do not copy the whole sentences. 
 4 

Sanskrit – subject  -  curriculum of colleges – introduction – major Indian language – 
colleges – option – subject – a scholarship – Rs.3000/-  The BJB College – planning 
– tutorial classes – subjects – students – clear doubts – continue study – the subject – 
immense scope
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Ramesh: Where are you going? 
Rachna: I am going to school to collect my transfer certificate. 
Ramesh: Are you leaving the school? 
Rachna: Yes, my father has just been offered a job in Malaysia and has decided to 
take it. Ramesh: I hope you will stay in touch. 
 
Ramesh asked Rachna (a)………………………… She said that she 
(b)……………………. transfer certificate.  Ramesh asked in surprise 
(c)………………………………….. She replied that 
(d)…………………………………….. Ramesh said he hoped she would stay in touch. 

8. In the passage given below, fill in each blank with one word only. Write the correct 
word in your answer sheet against the correct blank numbers.       4 
 
Many youngsters who aspire (a)………………… a bright career fail to do well not 
because they (b)………………. the ability but because they do not use it. The ability to 
use the brain requires what experts (c)…………… ‘mental efficiency’. A highly 
developed mind is (d)………………. 
a single ray of sunlight focused on an object. 
 

9. Use the information in the headlines to complete each 
paragraph.    4 

a) HARYANA HOLDS SPORTS MEET FROM APRIL 18 : 
Haryana State ___________________ to April 20 at Karna Stadium, Karnal. 
Over 1600 players are expected to take part in it. 

 b) INTER-STATE GANG OF ROBBERS BUSTED : 
The police ___________________ used to loot money and valuables from 
temples and other religious places in Ambala. 

 c) AFGHAN FORCES CAPTURE KABUL AIRPORT : 
After a five-day bloody battle the Kabul Airport ____________________ 
from the rebels early today. Dozens of people were killed and more than 2,500 
were injured. 

 d) GOVT. TO TAKE STERN STEPS : 
It has been announced by the government that __________________ to check 
the black-marketing and adulteration of essential goods.  
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SECTION D (Literature) 
 

10.  
Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow on any one. 
Write the answers in your answer sheet in one or two lines only. Number the 
answers correctly. 3 

Now I am a lake. A woman bends over me.  
Searching my reaches for what she really is.  
Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon. 
 
a) W

ho is the speaker? 1 
b) I

s the woman satisfied with what she observes? Give a reason for your answer. 1 
c) W

hy have the candles and moon been called liars? 1 
 

OR 
            The peasants came like swarms of flies 
 And buzzed the name of God a hundred times 
 To paralyze the Evil One 
 

a) W
ho is the Evil One? 1 

b) W
hy did the peasants come to the poet’s house? 1 

c) W
hy does the poet compare the peasants to flies? 1 

 
11. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that 

follow. Write the answers in your answer sheet in one or two lines only. Number the 
answers correctly.   3 

Thou on whose stream, ‘mid the steep sky’s commotion 
Loose clouds like earth’s decaying leaves are shed, 
Shook from the tangled boughs of Heaven and Ocean 
Angels of rain and lightning: there are spread 
On the blue surface of thine aery surge 
 
a) W

ho are the ‘angels’ referred to here? 1 
b) E

xplain: ‘tangled boughs of Heaven and Ocean’ 1 
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c) N
ame and describe the poetic device used in line 2. 1 

  
12. Sharing his grief with the Wedding Guest helps alleviate the 

pain of the Ancient Mariner. Comment. Attempt in 50-75 words. 4 
OR 

 
The Nightingale was responsible for her own downfall and death.  Comment. 
Attempt in 50-75 words 
 
 

13. R
ead the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 4 
O pardon me, thou bleeding piece of earth 
That I am meek and gentle with these butchers 
 
a) W

ho is the speaker? Whom does he call ‘these butchers’? 2 
b) W

hy and from whom does the speaker seek pardon? 2 
 
 

14. What was Jacob Marley’s role in the transformation of Ebenezer Scrooge?  
 4 

OR 
Attempt a character sketch of Scrooge as exemplified by his name ‘Scrooge’. 
 
 

15. ‘Oh, he’s just too sweet to live!’ the world said. How does this remark about Cutie-Pie 
almost come true?          
  4 

OR 
Bring out the difference between the young Ali and the old Ali. 
 
 

16. You are the narrator of 'The Ultimate Safari' and are studying in high school. Write an 
article for your school magazine titled 'My Grandmother - My Maker' in about 100-125 

words.  8        OR 
You are Babuli’s elder brother. You have received the handwritten note in which Babuli 
has given you his share of the land. You are deeply moved by this gesture and decide to 
write to him. Write this letter. 


